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As part of a related TxDOT testing program Ultrasonic Testing (UT) used to look for internal crack indications 
in compression regions of some specimens previously tested and around the entire perimeters of two large 
diameter high mast pole test specimens tested during the reporting period. 
 
Two large diameter high mast pole specimens were fabricated by Valmont and tested in the laboratory. Fatigue 
testing on these two large diameter poles was completed in mid-June.  The failures were recorded at N=470,711 
cycles and N=245,746 cycles (E’ category). This low fatigue performance is attributed to internal cracking 
caused by the galvanizing process. 
 
A wrap-up meeting is being planned, to take place in August, to discuss the findings of the project. 
  
Project is scheduled to terminate on August 31, 2009. 
 

Expenditures Life-to-date:  $ 545,044 
 

 


